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- fearful catastrophe.

Blessing of the Memorial Bell of ﬁie New

St. Joseph’s Convent, by .
Rev. €. E McManuis

_{’)T the treasure house .of memory,

[ .oft.. e gems of priceless value,
Precious, even among these, will be
0 many of the beholders, the wealth
fraught at the new St. Josepht's Cno-
vent. Here in response .to.the in-
vitation of the Children of Mary, as-
sembled to witness the baptism.of
the Memorial Bell, were the parish-
foners of St. Joseph’s, many of
whose hearts were united by
girong -and holy bond of a common
BOTTOW:

Rev. C. E. McManus, thelr loved,
revered and dJdevoted pastor, had
been delegated by His Grace, Most
Reverend E. J. McCarthy to officiate.
Was it not most fitting that he who
fitad. been their commparion, friend,
gupport and ‘Father in their {ime of
drath and affliction, should preside?
He wag assisted by the Reverend
Pr. ¢, F. Curran and Reverend 'I' J
Buchanan.

The name given to this bell. donat-
ed to the convent by the Children of
NMary in loving memory of. those of
their number who had perished In
the fearful disaster of'December Gth

191%, was “Ave Maria.”
HE sponsors were Rev. T: J.
" Buchanan, . Director of - the
Children of Mary, and Mrs. Ma.ry'

Brown, a Golden Jubilarian an
much valued member of the Sodal-
sty

The bell itself is one of the World--
renowned VIeneelv Bells. ‘With the

mountings, it Weighs approxXimately:

800 pounds. Cast upon its surface
in raised letters 'of,bronze. appear
the name ‘“Ave Maria” and- the
names of the thirty-two members
of the Children of Mary lost in the

has been pronounced by competent
judges to be of exceptional work-

\nﬂca,nshlp

In v, - of the a.ppro'aching event.
the bell had been raised on a stand
which was appropriately draped in
pale blue and white,.
golors., The christening robe of white
silk veiling trimmed with blue, fell
in soft, diaphancous folds over the
polished metal. About the lower
circumference of the bell was a gar-

land of maiden-halr fern, on which.

at egual distances were Bevell hows
of pure white,. indicating the points

for the seven unetions.

At the. appointed hour, ¢ P. M.
the ceremony began -with' a seven-
fold supplication to God-for mercy

the

Thig lettering’

the Sodality

ter of the six following psalms

reminding all Mary's

‘ing or affrighting,-

on His children. Psalmeg 50, 53, 56,
G66. 69. 85, 129 with their oft repeat-
ed “Miserere” -were most solemn, the
words of the Royal Psalmist being ;
rendered in mlodious ' seguence by
the choir, accompanied by the organ. '
Ag the De profundis -was  intoned
miany an ulbidden tear fell softly
as "memories of dear departed ones
became more vivid. At the close of:
the psalm,. the ~ ceremony of the.

Washing was performed...

THEN the “T,auda avima mea Dom-

inum,”. bespeaking the charac-
145,
146, 147, 148, 149, 150, exhorted -to
the praige of their. Maker, all His
creatures—"fire, hail, snow, Iice,
stormy ‘winds” = and ~‘“Tevery. spirit.”’
Hereupon the - several " anointings
tpok-apla'c‘e.;" “ Psalms 28 and 76 fol-
lowed.. A portion of the Gospel.of.
St. Luke and final blessing complet-
ed. the rite proper.

‘' Then without noise of words
another voice spoke as at.the thrice
three strokes the Angelus pealed
forth its message, not to listening.
earsg only but to listening hearis also
Children of
their ""Mother of fair love. of fear,
of knowledge and of ‘holy hope”

This sound the Reverend C. E.
MeManus referred-to in his eboguent

|words. -on the sgignificance, in life,
of . sound, -egpedcially extraerdinary
gounds. Even-these, Whethe-r pleas-

are but siight
manifestations of ‘the power of God.

When- the Almighty, with wvoice of
thunder called-Moses, the latter was
prostrated. -At the Nativity, on the
contrary, it was the songs of angels
that invited the lstening shepherdas
to. the worship of their Maker. The
gound of the newly consecrated bell,
he said, would gently invite all its
hearers” to praise God. Its soft.

Lgccents would also- reca,ll'the mern-.

ory of their loved onces who- had
met an untimely death, a. memory
sweetened by the thought tha.t they
wera Children of Mary.

Ag-If in spontanecus. response “to
the words of the reverend speaker
arese from the .assembled . multitude
the fervent hymn of pralse ."Holy
God”. And the afternoon’s cere-
mony was at an-end; vet who will
say it has ended? . Will not faint
echpes in the hearts of those who
listened, "sing, and make melody to
the Lord, the Most High?".




